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ew training programs are being created to meet the

chronic shortage of qualified individuals for the tug

and towing industry and to help unlicensed
mariners become officers.

On the West Coast, Pacific Maritime Tnstirure (PMI) has
created a two-year, full-time program for those new to the
industry interested in becoming officers. PMI is also offer-
ing a 20-week AB-to-mate program.

On the East Coast, the Global Maritime and Transporta-
tion School (GMATS) and McAllister Towing and Trans-
portation Co. have created a two-year mate program that
provides training to mariners while they continue to work.
GMATS is the graduate and continuing education arm of
the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy at Kings Point.

The first six students started the PMI program in June
2006 and another class of 17 began on Jan. 1, 2007. The
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first GMATS class began Jan. 29, 2007.

In addition, the Seafarers International Union has a 20-
week program called Officer in Charge of a Navigational
Wartch to help seamen become mates. The training is con-
ducred ar the union’s Paul Hall Cenrer for Maritime Train-
ing and Education in Piney Point, Md. The first class to
complete this program graduated in December 2006.

Crowley Maritime Corp. graduated six employees from
the Piney Point program in December and sent another six
in February. Crowley will pay the cost of the course and pro-
vide some compensation to student employees, according to
Tucker Gilliam, Crowley’s director of marine crewing and
development.

These new programs are all responding to an industry-
wide shortage of qualified officers and entry-level mariners.
In the past, officer vacancies would be filled by crewmem-

Professional Mariner #103 April/May 2007







